
Opposite  Right 

T
he southerly wind whips up chilled spray as 

we scoot across Mercury Passage to Maria 

Island��$�ÀOP�RI�VDOW�UHVWV�RQ�P\�OLSV��WLQ\�
GURSOHWV�OLQJHU�LQ�P\�KDLU�FUHDWLQJ�D�KDOR�

RI�GDPSQHVV��$KHDG�ORRPV�Mt Maria��LWV�VXPPLW�
concealed behind bleak low clouds that threaten rain. 

The sky is as grey as the sea. As we near Shoal Bay 

,�LGO\�ZRQGHU�ZKDW�1LFKRODV�%DXGLQ�PDGH�RI�WKLV�
place when he anchored here in 1802. Has it changed 

any in the intervening 200-odd years? Skipper Ben 

RIÁRDGV�XV�DQG�RXU�EDFNSDFNV�RQ�WKH�EHDFK�EHIRUH�
disappearing around the headland. His departure is 

our cue to lace up our hiking boots and start walking.  

,W·V�GD\�RQH�RI�IRXU�DQG�ZH�GRQ·W�KDYH�WRR�IDU�WR�ZDON�
WR�RXU�ÀUVW�RYHUQLJKW�FDPS�

.HHQ�KLNHUV�DQG�QDWXUH�HQWKXVLDVWV��ZH·YH�OREEHG�
RQWR�0DULD�,VODQG��PLGZD\�XS�7DVPDQLD·V�HDVW�FRDVW�
IRU�ZKDW·V�NQRZQ�DV�JOLNLQJ��DV�LQ�JODP�KLNLQJ�RU�
biking). Gliking is Glamping·V��DV�LQ�JODP�FDPSLQJ��
PRUH�DGYHQWXURXV��GDUH�ZH�VD\�LW��PRUH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�
FRXVLQ��:H·UH�H[SHFWLQJ�ZLOGHUQHVV�DQG�ZRPEDWV��
wild rugged coastlines and sweeping sandy beaches. 

%XW�ZH·UH�DOVR�VDOLYDWLQJ�LQ�DQWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�GHFDGHQW�
GLQLQJ�PDWFKHG�ZLWK�DZDUG�ZLQQLQJ�7DVPDQLDQ�ZLQHV�
VRXUFHG�IURP�ORFDO�YLQH\DUGV��([SHFWDWLRQV�DUH�KLJK�
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The Maria Island Walk�SURPRWHV�LWVHOI�DV�WKH�¶best place on 
earth to walk off a gourmet meal’. To this end our guides Ned 

and Abigail are carrying packs weighed down with delectable 

JRRGLHV��:KLOH�QRQ�SHULVKDEOHV�DUH�EURXJKW�LQ�E\�FDPS�FUHZ��
1HG�DQG�$ELJDLO�FDUU\�HVVHQWLDO�IUHVK�JRRGV�LQ�WKHLU�SDFNV��/LNH�
FUHDP\�EULHV�DQG�WDQJ\�FKHGGDUV�IURP�.LQJ�,VODQG�DQG�$VKJRYH�
WR�DFFRPSDQ\�SUH�GLQQHU�VXQGRZQHUV��2U�VPRNHG�FKLFNHQ�VDODG�
IRU�SLFQLF�OXQFKHV��%HUULHV�IRU�VXPSWXRXV�GHVHUWV�RU�SLOLQJ�DWRS�
EUHDNIDVW�SDQFDNHV��9LQH�ULSHQHG�WRPDWRHV�DQG�EODFN�ROLYH�WHSDQDGH�
IRU�IUHVK�PDGH�EUXVFKHWWD��,W�TXLFNO\�EHFRPHV�DSSDUHQW�WKDW�IRRG�
LV�D�PDMRU�FRPSRQHQW�RI�7KH�0DULD�,VODQG�:DON��,Q�IDFW�VFDOORS�
ULVRWWR�ÁDYRXUHG�ZLWK�FKLYHV��VDIIURQ��D�JRXUPHW�PL[HG�JULOO�VHUYHG�
ZLWK�FRXV�FRXV�DQG�UDWDWRXLOOH�DUH�JRRG�HQRXJK�WR�DSSHDU�LQ�VRPH�RI�
+REDUW·V�EHVW�UHVWDXUDQWV��7KH�IDFW�WKDW�1HG�DQG�$ELJDO�ZKLS�WKHP�XS�
HDFK�QLJKW�DIWHU�D�GD\�RQ�WKH�WUDLO�LV�UHPDUNDEOH��(DFK�QLJKW�EHIRUH�
EHG�WKHUH·V�WKH�WDQWDOLVLQJ�SURVSHFW�RI�KRW�ZDWHU�ERWWOHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�
¶EHG�WHD·�DW�GDZQ�

We arrive at Casuarina Beach Camp�DIWHU�DQ�HDV\�EHDFK�ZDON��
FKRRVLQJ�RQH�RI�WKH�FRPSDFW�\HW�FRV\�WHQWV�FOXVWHUHG�DURXQG�D�
FHQWUDO�¶ORGJH�WHQW·�EHQHDWK�HXFDO\SW�WUHHV��7HQWV�FRPSULVH�WZLQ�

EHGV�NLWWHG�RXW�ZLWK�PDWWUHVVHV��SOXPS�VOHHSLQJ�EDJV�DQG�ZDOOV�RI�
FDQYDV�WKDW�UROO�DZD\�WR�DOORZ�IUHVK�RFHDQ�EUHH]HV�WR�ZDIW�WKURXJK�
Á\VFUHHQV��%RWK�FDPSV�PDLQWDLQ�PLQLPDO�HQYLURQPHQWDO�LPSDFW��
1DUURZ�ERDUGZDONV�SURWHFW�XQGHUJURZWK�IURP�KLNHUV��UDLQZDWHU�LV�
FROOHFWHG�IRU�GULQNLQJ�DQG�ZDVKLQJ�DQG�PRGHUQ�FRPSRVWLQJ�WRLOHWV�
DUH�LQVWDOOHG��7KH\�HYHQ�VPHOO�FOHDQ��+LNHUV�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�SLFN�
XS�SODVWLF�ÁRWVDP�DQG�MHWVRP�ZDVKHG�DVKRUH�DQG�DOO�RXU�RZQ�UXEELVK�
LV�FDUHIXOO\�PDQDJHG�IRU�FROOHFWLRQ��FRPSRVLWLQJ�RU�UHF\FOLQJ��

5HOLHYHG�RI�RXU�SDFNV��EHIRUH�ZH�VHWWOH�WRR�FRPIRUWDEO\�LQWR�
&DVXDULQD�%HDFK�&DPS��ZH�KLNH�VRXWKZDUGV�WKURXJK�NDXUL�IRUHVW�
WR�WKH�P\VWHULRXVO\�QDPHG�+DXQWHG�%D\��:LWK�OLWWOH�WR�VRIWHQ�WKH�
VZHOO�EHWZHHQ�KHUH�DQG�$QWDUFWLFD��ZDYHV�SXPPHO�FOLIIV�RI�JUDQLWH�
ERXOGHUV�ODFHG�ZLWK�EULJKW�RUDQJH�DQG�JUHHQ�OLFKHQ��/HJHQG�KDV�LW�
WKDW�VDLORUV�IRUFHG�WR�VHHN�VKHOWHU�LQ�WKH�ED\�WKRXJKW�WKDW�WKH�ZLQG�
through the kauris sounded like troubled souls crying. Though the 

VRXQGV�FRXOG�DOVR�KDYH�FRPH�IURP�WKH�ZLOGOLIH��RI�ZKLFK�WKHUH�LV�DQ�
abundance. Fairy penguins inhabit burrows dug into precarious plots 

RI�GLUW�RQ�VWHHS�FOLIIV��7KH\�SHHU�RXW�FXULRXVO\�DV�ZH�SHHU�LQ��HTXDOO\�
IDVFLQDWHG��
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Day two VWDUWV�ZLWK�DQ�HDUO\�PRUQLQJ�VZLP�IRU�WKH�EUDYH�LQ�WKH�JLQ�
FOHDU�ZDWHUV�RI�Riedle Bay��7KRXJK�,�FRQIHVV�WKH�FROG�RFHDQ�RQO\�VHHPV�
LQYLWLQJ�DIWHU�D�EULVN�UXQ�DORQJ�WKH�EHDFK��,Q�OLHX�RI�D�IUHVKZDWHU�VKRZHU�
LW·V�DQ�LQYLJRUDWLQJ�VWDUW�WR�WKH�GD\��2\VWHU�FDWFKHUV�ZDGH�LQ�WKH�VKDOORZV�
SRNLQJ�WKHLU�EHDNV�LQ�WKH�VDQG�DV�ZDYHV�UHWUHDW��$�ZRPEDW�VFXUULHV�LQWR�
EHDFKVLGH�VFUXE��KLV�ELJ�EURZQ�EXWW�RIIHUHG�DV�SURWHFWLRQ�DJDLQVW�P\�
XQZDQWHG�SUHVHQFH��)UHVKO\�VFUDPEOHG�HJJV�ZLWK�VPRNHG�VDOPRQ�DQG�
FKLYHV�DZDLW�EDFN�DW�FDPS��6QDWFKHV�RI�EOXH�VN\�RIIHUV�WKH�SURPLVH�RI�
later sunshine.

0DULD�,VODQG�LV�EOHVVHG�ZLWK�DQ�DEXQGDQFH�RI�QDWXUDO�EHDXW\�DQG�RXU�
JXLGHG�ZDON�FDSWXUHV�WKH�EHVW�RI�LW��:H�UHVW�RXU�EDFNV�RQ�FRQYLFW�EXLOW�
UXLQV�RYHU�OXQFK�ZKLOH�JD]LQJ�DFURVV�WKH�VHD�WR�PDLQODQG�7DVPDQLD�
.DQJDURRV�DQG�ZDOODELHV�OD]H�LQ�WKH�VKDGH�RI�ZLQG�KDUGHQHG�WUHHV��
:RPEDWV�JUD]H�RQ�JUDVV�OHDYLQJ�EHKLQG�WKHLU�WHOO�WDOH�FXELF�IDHFHV��)LYH�
IDEXORXV�EHDFKHV�ODWHU�ZH�FRQYHUJH�RQ�WKH�EHVW�RI�WKHP�DOO��)RXU�0LOH�
%HDFK�LV�KRPH�WR�White Gums Beach Camp. A crescent shaped cove 

VXUURXQGHG�E\�JXP�WUHHV��WKH�EHDFK�LV�D�ZLVS�RI�VRIW�ZKLWH�VDQG�NLVVHG�
E\�WXUTXRLVH�ZDWHU��%DWKHG�LQ�ODWH�DIWHUQRRQ�VXQVKLQH��$ELJDLO�DQG�1HG�
EULQJ�FKLOOHG�ZLQH�DQG�D�FKHHVH�SODWWHU�WR�WKH�EHDFK�ZKHUH�ZH�HQMR\�
FRQYLYLDO�VXQGRZQHUV�ZLWK�FRRO�EHDFK�VDQG�PDVVDJLQJ�ZHDU\�IHHW���
$IWHU�VOLSSLQJ�RII�WR�VOHHS�EHQHDWK�D�VWDU�ÀOOHG�VN\��day three sees a 

UHWXUQ�WR�VHPL�FLYLOLVDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�FRQYLFW�HUD�VHWWOHPHQW�RI�'DUOLQJWRQ�
RXU�GHVWLQDWLRQ��,W·V�DOVR�RXU�ODVW�IXOO�GD\�RQ�WKH�WUDLO�VR�ZH�PDNH�WKH�
PRVW�RI�LW��%H\RQG�JORULRXVO\�VHD�VFXOSWHG�3DLQWHG�&OLIIV��GROHULWH�
RXWFURSV�DW�WKH�VXPPLW�RI�%LVKRS�DQG�&ODUN�EHFNRQ�����PHWUHV�DERYH�
VHD�OHYHO��$W�WKLV�HOHYDWLRQ�D�ELWWHU�ZLQG�ULSV�WKURXJK�PXOWLSOH�OD\HUV�
RI�FORWKLQJ��8QSURWHFWHG�HDUV�DUH�ODVKHG�ZLWK�EOXVWHULQJ�IHURFLW\��+DWV�
DUH�ZKLSSHG�IURP�KHDGV�DQG�QHYHU�VHHQ�DJDLQ��7KH�YLHZV�KRZHYHU�DUH�
H[WUDRUGLQDU\�DQG�ZRUWK�HYHU\�VNHUULFN�RI�ZLQG�FKLOO�
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%DFN�DW�'DUOLQJWRQ�D�ÀHU\�KHDUWK�LQ�WKH�IRUPDO�SDUORXU�RI�
historic Bernacchi House�RIIHUV�D�ZDUP�ZHOFRPH���7KH�EULFN�
FRWWDJH�LV�WKH�IRUPHU�UHVLGHQFH�RI���WK�FHQWXU\�,WDOLDQ�VHWWOHU�
'LHJR�%HUQDFFKL�ZKR�DUULYHG�RQ�0DULD�,VODQG�ZLWK�ORIW\�GUHDPV�RI�
HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�YLQH\DUG��,W�ZDV�D�ZRUWK\�DPELWLRQ�ZKLFK�XOWLPDWHO\�
proved unsustainable. Fortunately our guides are better prepared 

DQG�WKH�ZLQH�ÁRZV�IUHHO\�RQ�RXU�ODVW�QLJKW�WRJHWKHU�
6KDULQJ�WKH�WUDLO�ZLWK�VWUDQJHUV��FKDWWLQJ�LGO\�DV�ZH�KLNH�SURYHV�

WR�EH�RQH�RI�WKH�KLJKOLJKWV�RI�WKLV�IRXU�GD\�DGYHQWXUH��:LWK�QR�
HOHFWURQLF�JDGJHWV�IRU�GLVWUDFWLRQ�ZH�VSHQG�RXU�WLPH�FRQQHFWLQJ�
ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU��VDYRXULQJ�RXU�VXUURXQGLQJV��GHYRXULQJ�LWV�KLVWRU\��
(TXDOO\�WRR�ZH�ZDON�LQ�VLOHQFH��DEVRUELQJ�WKH�WUDQTXLOOLW\�RI�WKLV�
ancient island. The serenity we encounter is priceless. 

%XW�LW�GRHVQ·W�ODVW�IRUHYHU�DQG�VRRQ�%HQ�DSSHDUV�WR�UHWXUQ�XV�
UHOXFWDQWO\�WR�7DVPDQLDQ�FLYLOLVDWLRQ��6WHSSLQJ�LQWR�WKH�SOXVK�IR\HU�
RI�6DIÀUH�)UH\FLQHW�DIWHU�IRXU�GD\V�RI�KLNLQJ�,�IHHO�D�OLWWOH�XQGHU�
GUHVVHG��0DNLQJ�UHJXODU�UHG�FDUSHW�DSSHDUDQFHV�RQ�¶EHVW�KRWHO·�
OLVWV�JOREDOO\��6DIÀUH�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�HOHJDQW�ERXWLTXH�KRWHOV�
LQ�$XVWUDOLD��:LWK�D�VWURQJ�IRFXV�RQ�ZHOOEHLQJ�ZLWK�D�FRQQHFWLRQ�
WR�WKH�QDWXUDO�ZRUOG�LW·V�DOVR�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�ZHOFRPLQJ��/RFDWHG�
DPLGVW�VRPH�RI�7DVPDQLD·V�PRVW�VWULNLQJ�ODQGVFDSHV��VWDII�DUH�
DFFXVWRPHG�WR�JXHVWV�WXUQLQJ�XS�EUDQGLVKLQJ�ZHOO�ZRUQ�KLNLQJ�
shoes. Settling into a walk on Freycinet Peninsula with guide 

$QQLH�DIWHU�FKHFNLQJ�RXW�WKH�EUDQG�QHZ�7DVPDQLDQ�'HYLO�
HQFORVXUH�ZLWK�UDQJHU�1LFROH��P\�DWWLUH�VRRQ�DSSHDUV�DSSURSULDWH��
,W·V�QRW�XQWLO�ODWHU��KDYLQJ�VRDNHG�LQ�D�EXEEOH�EDWK�ZKLOH�LQGXOJLQJ�
LQ�D�EXEEOH�ÀOOHG�JODVV�RI�WKH�SLQRW�YDULHW\�WKDW�D�VOLQN\�EODFN�
GUHVV�VWDVKHG�LQ�P\�EDFNSDFN�ÀQDOO\�JHWV�DQ�RXWLQJ��'LQLQJ�LQ�
sophisticated Palate Restaurant overlooking striking geological 

SHDNV�RI�7KH�+D]DUGV��LW·V�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�FHOHEUDWLRQ�IRU�KLNLQJ�
0DULD�,VODQG��,WV�KRZ�JODPRURXV�KLNLQJ�VKRXOG�EH��GRQ·W�\RX�
think?
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